Attempts at in vitro cultivation of Pneumocystis carinii from human bronchoalveolar lavage fluids without feeder cells.
We attempted to cultivate Pneumocystis carinii obtained from two bronchoalveolar lavage fluids of AIDS patients with P. carinii pneumonia, in a system wherein cysteine and 2-mercaptoethanol were substituted for the feeder cells. The presence of P. carinii cysts was monitored for 11 days under conditions of continuous culture. Moderate increase in cyst forms was observed until day 11. Further study with this system would be required to determine if the observed increase in cyst numbers is reproducible and whether the cyst form is a response to adverse in vitro conditions or is a manifestation of growth.